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MacArthur honored as GE Model 
School for fourth consecu� ve year

Great Expectations mentor ReGina Farquhar, left, presented MacArthur Middle School with 
its fourth consecutive Model School designation earlier this month. In addition to Farquhar, 
MMS students and faculty were congratulated by (seated, from left) 7th grade science teach-
er Curtis Suits, MMS parent and Cameron University Athletic Director Jim Jackson, student 
representative Madison Dirickson and MMS principal Mark Mattingly. (Photo provided)

Dear Parents,
     

We are well into the second 
semester now, and the students 
are focused and working hard.  We 
appreciate the support parents 
give their students.  Parent 
support is vital to a child’s 
successful education, so keep up 
the great work Mom and Dad!

We just completed the second 
round of district benchmark 
tests.  These results will be used 
to determine instructional needs 
through the second semester.  Our 
8th grade students will be taking 
the state writing test February 22, 
and the state criterion reference 
tests will be administered to all 
6th-8th graders April 16-May 1.  
Please put these very important 
dates on your calendar so that 
you may schedule necessary 
appointments around them.

Finally, congratulations to 
MacArthur Middle School for being 
named Great Expectations Model 
School for the fourth consecutive 
year.  Mac Middle has become 
the fl agship G.E. middle school 
for the state of Oklahoma, and 
we welcome the opportunity to 
showcase our school to other 
aspiring G.E. middle schools across 
Oklahoma. 

We are proud of this 
accomplishment and realize it 
is one more step toward the 
excellence we strive for each 
day. Each day our students and 
staff commit to do our best, treat 
others the way we want to be 
treated, and become a better 
person at school and home.  Model 
School recognition is evidence of 
our success.

Sincerely,

Mark Mattingly    

This year’s MacArthur 
Idol talent competition will 
take place March 9, in the 
MMS auditorium. Prizes will 
be awarded to the fi nalists.

Hosted by our very 
own Ryan Seacrest (aka Mr. 
Doughty), MacArthur Idol 
is open to students in all 
three grade levels. Dates 
and times for auditions will 
be announced in the coming 
weeks. All acts must feature 
authentic performances (i.e., 
no lip-syncing).

For more information 
and contest rules, contact 
any member of the EXTREME 
Team faculty. 

Spring pep rally to 
honor Scots Feb. 16

Student-athletes participating in spring sports 
will be recognized during a pep rally Thursday, 
Feb. 16, during seventh period in the MMS gym-
nasium. The event will feature performances by 
the MMS band and cheerleaders, as well as team 
introductions by spring coaches, a class spirit con-
test, and other activities. Don’t miss your chance 
to support your MacArthur Scots!

Academic Awards
ceremony is March 15

The annual MacArthur Middle School Academic 
Awards ceremony has been scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 15, at 6 p.m., in the MMS auditorium. 
This event recognizes students throughout the 
school for a variety of academic achievements.

Participating students will be notifi ed in the 
coming weeks by mail. For more information, con-
tact the MMS main offi ce at (580) 353-5111.
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Students ready 
for spring pics

Spring portraits through Lifetouch 
have been scheduled for March 15, at MMS. 
The pictures will be taken during students’ 
history classes and serve as a fundraiser 
for the MMS yearbook.

As in previous years, the yearbook 
staff is offering a team pizza party as a 
prize to the team that returns the most 
paid or unpaid picture proofs. Additional 
details will be provided to students in the 
coming weeks.

 Congratulations to the SHADES 
January Students of the Month: Mrs. 
Fremin – Eddie Lopez and Mariah Vinson; 
Mrs. Roberts - Lauren Guthridge and 
Whitney Martin; Mrs. Koll – Hannah 
Hamill and Allison Kimbrell; Mr. Holland 
-   Haley Ward and Devon Greene; 
Mrs. Barry – Jessica Chao and Courtney 
O’Brien; Mrs. Junghanns – Alyssa Emang
and Reed Piatt.

These model students were awarded 
certifi cates, treated to a catered lunch by 
Chick-Fil-A, and will have their pictures 
posted on the team’s bulletin board.   
Again, fi ne work students!  You deserve 
to be recognized for your effort and 
citizenship.

DEAR PARENTS you are invited to 
meet and greet teachers and eat dinner 
at the same time.  SHADES teachers are 
preparing another Pot Luck scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, in the commons area 
of the school from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  We will 
present a brief overview of the merits of 
Study Island test preparation software.  
SHADES will provide pizza and are asking 
for desserts, salads, dressing, soda and 
water.  Please make plans to join us!

OCCT WRITING TEST is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Feb. 2l, and a fi eld test will 
be given on Wednesday, Feb. 22.  To help 
your child perform as well as they can, 
read your child’s writing, have them write 
for you, and discuss topics or prompts to 
which they have been exposed.  Students 
are working hard in class, and we are 
proud of their progress so far this year!

SHADES honor 
top students

G-T students to a� end CU concert
On Friday, Feb. 10, the 6th grade 

Gifted and Talented students will attend 
a piano concert performed by Dr. Whang, 
Professor of Music at Cameron University. 
The title will be “Shall We Dance?” Dr. 
Whang will focus on the composers Bach, 
Mozart, Chopin, Ravel, and Tchaikovsky. 
The dance theme will stress how certain 
styles of dances, such as the waltz, the 
minuet, and the march, became popular 
genres for instruments. 

Born in Seoul, Korea, Whang began 
her piano studies at age four and started 
playing public concerts at age twelve. She 
came to the U.S. in 1978 and studied at the 
North Carolina School of the Arts, the St. 
Louis Conservatory of Music, the Juilliard 
School, and holds a doctorate from Indiana 
University School of Music. She has been 
a faculty member in the Department of 

Music at Cameron since 1993. She was 
named “Entertainer of the Year” by the 
Cleveland Earth Day Coalition in 2001 
and “Artist of the Year” by the Lawton 
Arts and Humanities Council in 2002.  She 
was inducted into the Cameron Alumni 
Association’s Faculty Hall of Fame in 2004, 
and was named the Louise D. McMahon 
Endowed Chair in Music in 2006. In 2010, 
Whang received the Arts and Education 
Award from Governor Brad Henry.  

Prior to the concert, students in Mrs. 
Adair’s Exploration Class will complete 
a research project, The Great Concert.  
Students will have an exciting job as 
concert promoters.  Each group will travel 
back in time to the Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic, and Modern time periods and 
plan and promote a concert for one famous 
composer from one of those time periods.

The annual 
Polar Plunge to 
benefi t Special 
Olympics will 
be held Feb. 18, 
at the Lawton 
Country Club.  If 
you would like 
to be a part of 
a plunge team 
from MacArthur 
Middle School, 

you may contact Mrs. Couger for details. 
Several MMS faculty and staff already 

have committed to plunging this year. Last 
year, MMS even had a student team and we 

would love to see one again this year! In 
addition, the school is in need of pledges 
for jumpers. Once again, interested 
parties may contact Mrs. Couger.

The nationwide Polar Plunge initiative 
is a unique opportunity for people, 
businesses and organizations to support 
local Special Olympics athletes by jumping 
or running into icy cold waters. Plunge 
participants take a quick dip in the water 
to raise funds for local chapters of Special 
Olympics, the national organization 
devoted to sports training and competition 
for children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. 

MMS Polar Plunge set for Feb. 18

Car dealer off ers unique fundraiser
Parents and guardians, as the second 

semester of school gets in full swing, the 
SHADES team has been blessed with a 
special opportunity to receive $5,000 in 
the “Drive for Education” supported by 
Jim Norton Toyota of Lawton.

In order to receive this money, we 
are going to need all of your assistance.  
Any parent of a child at MacArthur Middle 
School can help us. All that is needed 
is your student’s ID number. It is very 
painless, with no hassle and takes just 20 
minutes. PLEASE HELP US!

Through Feb. 15, we must have at 
least 125 adults test-drive a car of their 
selection at Jim Norton Toyota, located 
on Quanah Parker Trailway, just west of 
NW 67th Street.  You may test-drive a car 

weekdays from 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.  One 
stipulation that the dealership has asked 
us to keep in mind is that for every adult 
that goes to test-drive a car, they must 
have a valid driver’s license and they 
must also bring their child’s school ID.  
The dealership also asks that only one 
driver per address is allowed to test drive 
a car.

Money raised will be used to help 
update technology on our team and also 
help assist us in providing an end-of-year 
celebration for our students. 

Thank you again for all of your help 
and support. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact team 
leader David Holland at MMS or email 
dholland@lawtonps.org.  
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Mini Mac Memo............................
It’s hard to believe that we are already 

in the second semester of the school year! 
Students often fi nd the transition from 
elementary school to middle school a little 
more diffi cult than originally expected. 
Check to see that your child has all the 
necessary school supplies to do his or 
her school work (pencils, paper, pens, 
planner, etc.). Using a planner can be very 
helpful with organization of assignments 
and homework. Learning to complete 
assignments on time and to study for tests 
is important for developing good habits 
that can help your child achieve their 
best.

On Feb. 9, MMS will have a Valentine’s 
dance from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Pizza, drinks, 
and other snacks will be available. Tickets 
will cost $3.00.

In world history, students are studying 
early Islamic Civilization along with maps, 
graphs, charts, and exercises. Reading 
classes will be learning about fi gurative 
language and poetry. Math students are 
working on understanding geometry and 
why math is important in our everyday 
lives. Our next section to be studied 

is learning how to fi nd the volume and 
measurement of three dimensional 
objects. We also will be learning about the 
circumference of a circle using pi.

Language arts students will work on 
poetry, grammar, and critical thinking 
skills. In science, all students have an 
Ocean Project due on Feb. 22. Please be 
sure your child completes his/her project 
on time.  Guide your child whenever and 
wherever you can, but let the fi nal project 
refl ect your child’s individual effort. 

Third quarter Progress Reports are 
scheduled to be mailed Feb. 10.  Remember 
to sign up for Parent Portal so you can 
check your child’s grades frequently.  Any 
Z’s appearing on the grade report mean 
the student did not do an assignment. 

Congratulations to MMS Archery Team 
on placing 1st in last week’s tournament.

Also, congrats to Trevor Pool for 
receiving an award for 2nd place overall! 
Way to go Mac!!!

We really appreciate all that each of 
you do as parents to help in your child’s 
success as we look forward to another 
great semester!

The DEUCES team is kicking off 
February with lots of exciting learning. We 
just fi nished up our second benchmark test 
of the year, and overall we are please with 
the progress the students are making. Here 
are some of the things your child will be 
studying this month:

In Geography, this month we will 
study  Northern Africa and Southwest Asia. 
We also will have a project in conjunction 
with Black History that will count as six 
grades. Your child will receive information 
about the project and should inform you as 
to what they need to do.

In Science we will learn about the 
various states of matter and the properties 
of matter.  We will have some fun 
experiments to test these facts!

Regular math and honor’s math will 
explore perimeter and area of regular and 
irregular fi gures.  Please provide learning 
opportunities at home to help your student 
understand the concept of perimeter 
versus the concept of area.

In reading, we are wrapping up the 
novel “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas.” 
The DEUCES students have learned a great 
deal about WWII and the Holocaust.  After 
viewing an educational fi lm, we will begin 
a study of fi gurative language and forms 
of poetry.  Several in-class projects will 

be done with these topics.  All of this is in 
preparation for our annual OCCT test.

In English we are fi nishing our group 
Power Point projects over the Holocaust. 
Soon, we will study fi gurative language 
and poetry. While students read different 
forms of poetry in their reading class, they 
will write poetry in English. This will be a 
fun time for students to really get their 
creative juices fl owing!

In addition to poetry, we also will use 
a new program called Write to Learn. The 
students will be given a writing prompt and 
they will write a fi ve-paragraph essay on 
the computer, much like they will have to 
do for next year’s OCCT writing test. When 
they submit their essays on this program, 
they will receive immediate feedback 
which is scored using the same rubric that 
the State Department of Education uses to 
score their essays.

This will be a great tool to help the 
students better develop their writing 
skills, and we are excited to try it out!

The DEUCES team congratulates the 
January Students of the Month: Courtney 
Tennyson, Adrienne Mabry, Justin Santos, 
Tyler Edwards, Sarah McCullough, Garritt 
Bjork, Maddy Fritts, Nikki Edkins, Russell 
Ricer, Clinton Bone and Alex Benke.

News from the DEUCES team.........

A parent meeting for students in-
terested in trying out for the 2012-2013 
MMS cheer squad will take place at 6 
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 21, at Central Middle 
School. The cheer clinic starts at Central 
Middle School on Feb. 27 from 6-8 p.m.

Tryouts are scheduled for March 3 at 
Central Middle School. For more informa-
tion, contact MMS Cheer sponsor Katy 
Jackson-Seeley.

Cheer mee� ng, 
tryouts scheduled

Due to recent budget cuts MMS 
baseball and golf players will be raising 
money to fund their sports for the 
upcoming seasons. Members of each team 
will be offering cases (24 bottles) of Coca-
Cola products for just $20. This breaks 
down to just over 83 cents per bottle, and 
compares nicely with the $1.49 - $1.59 
you would expect to pay retai!

Products available include: 
Coke Classic, Diet Coke, Barq’s Root 
Beer, Sprite, Dr. Pepper, Dasani water, 
PowerAde…and MORE! Don’t miss your 
chance to help support MacArthur 
athletics and receive discounted Coca-
Cola products in the process!

Orders can be placed through any 
student-athlete team member or coaches 
and must be turned in no later than 
Tuesday, Feb. 21. All payments are due 
at the time of order and all checks must 
be payable to “MacArthur Middle School” 
or “MMS”. Delivery of the product is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 29, at the 
school. Students will be responsible for 
collecting and distributing the products 
they sell. Please be sure to specify which 
team you are supporting with your order.

For more information, contact 
baseball coach Steve Doughty, boys’ golf 
coach David Holland or girls’ golf coach 
Renee Breeze.

Baseball, golf 
teams begin 
spring fundraiserspring fundraiser
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Discover the promise of FREE college tui� on
Oklahomans want to see 

deserving students succeed 
– students who study and work 
hard, but whose families fi nd 
it diffi cult to afford college. If 
your child dreams of going to 
college and works to achieve 
it, then we can help make it 
a reality!

To make that happen, 
the Oklahoma Legislature has 
set up a unique program for 
eighth-, ninth- and 10th-grade 
students (homeschool students 
must be age 13, 14 or 15) that 

will help pay for their college 
education if their parents’ in-
come from taxed and untaxed 
sources is $50,000 or less at 
the time the student applies 
for the program.* This program 
is Oklahoma’s Promise.

But college isn’t easy. 
So to make sure students get 
ready for college while they’re 
still in high school, the program 
requires students to take cer-
tain high school courses. They 
will have to pass those courses 
and keep up their grades. 

And besides staying on top of 
the books, students will also 
have to show that they’re in 
control outside the classroom. 
That means staying away from 
trouble like gangs, drugs and 
alcohol. In short, the student 
promises to prepare academi-
cally for college and stay out 
of trouble, and in return, the 
state of Oklahoma promises to 
help pay the student’s college 
tuition.

If you don’t qualify for 
this program, there are still 

other ways to pay for college, 
including scholarships, grants 
and student loans. For more 
information on other fi nancial 
aid, see your counselor for 
more details, visit the fi nancial 
aid section on the Student Cen-
ter, or call the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education’s 
student information hotline at             
(800) 858-1840.

*Special provisions ap-
ply. Contact the Oklahomaõs 
Promise ofþ ce for more infor-
mation.
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Members of the MMS Science Club pose around the aptly-named Heart 
Rock on a recent fi eld trip to the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuse. 
The club is sponsored by 8th grade science teacher Richard DeVilbiss.

EXTREME Update.............
February Students of the 

Month for the EXTREME Team 
are Abbie McKenzie, Brandon 
Hobbs, Danielle Nickell, 
Deja Carter, Morgan Davis
and Dominisha Weatherall.  
Congratulations to all of these 
wonderful students who exhibit 
academic excellence, courtesy 
and good citizenship both in 
and out of our classrooms.  
Students were presented an 
award certifi cate, gift bag, 
and their pictures added to our 
Wall of Fame in the hallway.  A 
lunch of pizza, drinks and desert 
was served to these deserving 
students.

Science students are 
completing the study of 
earthquakes, volcanoes, and the 
earth’s past.  Actual seismograms 
from three different seismic 

recording stations were 
used to accurately pinpoint 
the location of a quake’s 
epicenter as well as its 
magnitude. Students will 
spend the rest of this quarter 
and the beginning of next 
exploring chemistry and 
nuclear decay.  The next 
Science Club fi eld trip to the 
wildlife refuge accompanied 
by a ranger will be Saturday, 
Feb. 11.  We will focus on 
geology during the fi eld trip. 

English classes are 
preparing for the CRT writing 
test which will be given on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21.  Students 
have made Valentine 
mail boxes for delivery 
in preparation for our 
Valentine’s Day party on Feb. 
14, from 2:30-3:15 p.m.

Champions News.............
The Champions Team 

continues to see that the value 
of hard work as we get further 
into the spring semester. 
At this point, the students 
have completed a portion of 
their large research project 
for reading, geography and 
English. The project included 
conducting academic research 
over an assigned country and 
creating a research paper 
with a full works cited page 
for English and reading class. 
Students also continue to work 
on their writing skills in English
this month as they work with 
informational writing and 
continue honing their skills in 
editing. From there, students 
this month will use that same 
research from English and 
Reading to create a travel 
brochure in Geography class 
before they “travel” to learning 
more about Europe, focusing 
on the different countries 
and capitals and the history 
and culture of this continent. 
This will tie in very well to 
reading class this month as 
the students begin their next 
novel study on “The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas,” which is set 
in Europe during World War II. 
In Math, students will begin 
to focus on the shapes and 
angles of math as they work 
with the element of geometry, 

focusing on understanding 
those components of math 
to prepare for our state 
exams later this semester. In 
science, students are looking 
at changes that occur in the 
world in terms of their physical 
and chemical properties.

As this is a new semester 
and close to the middle of the 
third quarter, we are seeing 
that our students are running our students are running 
low on their basic supplies low on their basic supplies 
of pencils, notebook paper of pencils, notebook paper 
and erasers. We ask that you 
please check with your child 
to ensure that they have the 
proper material for each of 
their class binders so that they 
can come to class prepared 
and ready to learn.

Speaking also about state 
exams, this year students will 
take CRT tests in reading, math 
and geography in April. We are 
aware that for some students, 
the notion of having to take 
a state exam can be quite 
nerve wracking, so several 
of our team teachers offer a 
weekly workshop during 8th

hour to help students better 
master test taking skills. These 
workshops are free and open 
to any Champions student. The 
offi cial date will be some time 
this month, so be sure to check 
your email and notes home in 
the coming weeks.


