
The annual Polar 
Plunge to beneþ t 
Special Olympics will 
be held Feb. 18, at 
the Lawton Country 
Club.  If you would 
like to be a part of 
a plunge team from 
MacArthur Middle 
School, you may 
contact Mrs. Couger 
for details. 

Several MMS 
faculty and staff 
already have 
committed to plunging 
this year. Last year, 
MMS even had a 
student team and 
we would love to see 
one again this year! In 
addition, the school is in need of pledges 
for jumpers. Once again, interested 
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MacArthur Middle School stu-

dents contributed time, energy 
and thousands of canned food 
products to aid those in need 
during the holiday season. MMS 
conducted its annual canned 
food drive last month to ben-
eþ t the Lawton Food Bank.

In the traditional contest 
among grade levels, the 8th

grade once again came out 
on top, collecting over 5,500 
cans.  We would like to thank 
all students who contributed.  
Your efforts will be appreci-
ated by the whole community. 
As a reward for their efforts, 
8th grade students were treated 
to a movie day for winning the 
contest.

MMS students help a Lawton Food Bank representative 
load thousands of canned goods onto a trailer following 
another successful Canned Food Drive at the school. 

Dear Parents,
     

Thereõs a quote that goes 
something like this: parenting a 
teenager is like trying to nail gelatin to 
a tree. Middle schoolers are like gelatin 
that isnõt quite þ rm yet. So the adults in 
their lives must be the glue that helps 
our kids ôstickõ together. Most young 
teens simply donõt have the maturity 
or skills to put in place the boundaries 
they need. They desperately crave 
SOMEONE to know whatõs going on 
and place secure fences around 
them and their activities. Of course, 
admitting this is not cool (remember, 
vulnerability is bad) so they need 
to present themselves as totally in 
control of their situations. But if adults 
are working at relationship with them, 
we might hear them conþ de from time 
to time that their feelings inside donõt 
even begin to match up with what they 
feel they need to show the world.  
They need a guide who cares deeply 
about them, has conþ dence in them, 
and can see farther then they can.

The close of an old year and 
beginning a new year always gives 
us cause for reÿ ection, as well as, 
resolving to improve ourselves.  One 
resolution we can all make is to be 
that positive, guiding inÿ uence to our 
children every day.  Recognizing that 
examples set by every adult in a childõs 
life are signiþ cant is the þ rst step.  We 
all teach our children, and a parent is a 
childõs þ rst teacher.  

Our Middle Schoolers are on 
a wonderful adventure that will 
lead them from childhood into the 
beginnings of adulthood. But the way 
is unfamiliar and unsettling. They need 
a guide who cares deeply about them, 
has conþ dence in them, and can see 
farther then they can.  So, we need 
to build relationships with our children 
that helps us talk to them and tell 
them how to live their lives, but most 
importantly, we need to show them 
through our actions.

Sincerely,

Mark Mattingly    

Congratulations to the faculty, staff and students of
MacArthur Middle School for attaining

Great Expectations Model School 
status for the fourth consecutive year!

parties may contact 
Mrs. Couger.

The nationwide 
Polar Plunge 
initiative is a unique 
opportunity for 
people, businesses 
and organizations to 
support local Special 
Olympics athletes by 
jumping or running 
into icy cold waters. 
Plunge participants 
take a quick dip in the 
water to raise funds 
for local chapters 
of Special Olympics, 
the national 
organization devoted 
to sports training 
and competition for 

children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. 
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It is that time of the year to reserve 
your 2012 MacArthur Middle School 
yearbook! To pay with cash or check, 
students must bring in a completed order 
form (available online at www.lilmac.org/
yearbook or see Mrs. Traylor in Room 
46)  and payment must be made to Mrs. 
Whitehead or Mrs. Traylor at MMS. To pay 
with debit or credit card, logon to www.jo
stensyearbooks.com, browse for MMS and 
enter all necessary information.

The last day to add any type of 
personalization to your yearbook order is 
Jan. 31. The cost for a yearbook is $45.00 
through Jan. 31, with the þ rst line of 
personalization priced at $5.45. A second 
line is $2.15 and you must order at least 
one line of personalization to order an 
icon. Donõt put it off - Jan. 31 will be 
here sooner than you think!

You can also tell your student how 
much you care and help sponsor a school 
tradition with a Jostens Personal Yearbook 
Recognition Ad, available through the end 
of this month! Share favorite childhood 
photos, memories, and more in a format 
that will be treasured for a lifetime.

Proceeds from Recognition Ad sales 
are used to help support our schoolõs 
yearbook program. Create your own ad or 
tell us how you want it. See Mrs. Traylor 
in Room 46, or call 580-353-5111. All 
pictures will be returned to student.

 The SHADES team would like to offer 
congratulations to the teamõs Students 
of the Semester.  Eighth graders George 
Porter and Courtney OõBrien were 
selected as outstanding citizens both in 
the classroom and out of school.  Each 
student received a $50.00 cash prize for 
winning this prestigious award, which was 
presented at the teamõs annual Christmas 
party.

Students who handed in assignments, 
came to class prepared, and showed 
effort in their core classes were invited 
to the end-of-semester party, where 
teachers and volunteers served cake and 
ice cream.  Students also played bingo to 
win prizes.  
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Members of the MacArthur Middle School JS2S Club and Builders Club were honored to 
participate in the Wreaths Across America ceremony held at Fort Sill Old Post Cemetery on 
Dec.10. Club members conducted the ceremony, laid wreaths, and participated in an historic 
tour of the cemetery. Club sponsors would like to extend a big òthank youó to all who made 
the trip possible and especially to those who joined the groups at the ceremony.
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Welcome back from the holidays!  We 

hope your time with family and friends 
was peaceful and fulþ lling.  This marks the 
beginning of a new year and third quarter. 
Exciting academic adventures await the 
Mini Macs!

In reading, students are delving into 
the historical þ ction book, The Watsons Go 
to Birmingham.  Nonþ ction book reports 
are due Jan. 9.

In math, the focus will be on geometry, 
one of the oldest mathematical sciences.   
Geometry is the study of shape, size, 
relative position of þ gures, and spatial 
awareness. 

In history, students will travel back in 
time with Mr. Cook to the days of the late 
Romans and their subsequent fall.

A science project will begin in Ms. 
Wilsonõs class this month.  It is due in 
February. Students will continue to study 
planet Earth and all its wonders.

In English, students will continue 
grammar skill development and explore 
the process of argumentative writing, 
poetry, and þ gurative language.

We look forward to a successful third 
quarter.  Thank you for all of the time and 
effort you put into making our students 
productive learners.
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EXTREME Team members celebrated 

a Christmas party last month with a movie 
in the auditorium, pizza, soft drinks, 
desserts and fellowship. Thank you to all 
the parents for the yummy desserts!  Our 
entire team had a wonderful time!

Second quarter benchmarks in 
reading and math will be administered 
the week of Jan. 9. The English writing 
test will be given on Wedneday, Feb. 22.  
Students are very busy sharpening their 
skills by writing compositions.

The EXTREME Team is once again 
presenting 2012 MacArthur Idol for 
everyoneõs enjoyment on Friday, March 9.  
Tryouts for Mac Idol will be Monday, March 
5 and Tuesday, March 6.  Everyone needs 
to start rehearsing for the best Mac Idol 
ever presented! Once again, cash prizes 
will be awarded for þ rst, second, and 
third place winners.  Stay tuned for more 
news to come about this event, which is 
one of the highlights of each school year.

A very Happy New Year to everyone!
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